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The views, opinions, and information expressed during this webinar are those of the presenter and are 
not the views or opinions of Worldwide ERC®.  Worldwide ERC® makes no representation or warranty 
with respect to the webinar or any information or materials presented therein.  Users of webinar materials 
should not rely upon or construe the information or resource materials contained in this webinar as legal 
or other professional advice and should not act or fail to act based on the information in these materials 
without seeking the services of a competent legal or other professional.
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Webinar Instructions

Technical difficulties? 
• Dial 866.779.3239, or e-mail questions to support@webex.com

Sound Troubles?
• If your sound quality is poor, check your Wi-Fi strength or connect via cable. 
• Call in using the phone number listed under the “Event Info” tab in the upper left-hand corner.

To return to meeting room window:
• If you are in full screen mode, you may return to the meeting room window by clicking the View 

Meeting Room button located at the bottom left corner of your screen.



Q&A Instructions

• Submit questions through Q&A dialogue box 

• Box is located in lower right corner of screen 

• Do not use the Chat Box

• Be specific

• You may submit your question at any time

© 2020 Worldwide ERC®



• The Polling Box appears below Q&A Box

• Question will appear on slide and in the Poll Box

• Submit answer quickly 

• Results will display in the same location

Polling Instructions
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CRP ® & GMS ® Credit Information

This session is available for 1 CRP® and 1 GMS® credit:

• GMS ® designees must add this session to their GMS ® Renewal Application

• CRP® designee attendees will receive credit automatically (within about 1 week) of this session

This session is being recorded and will be archived:

• ALL may access this session until 25 March 2020

• Worldwide ERC® members may access this session until 25 April 2020

• Premium Learning Portal subscribers may access this session until 25 February 2022
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9

Lynden Melmed
Partner
Washington, D.C.

Eileen Lohmann
Senior Associate
Washington, D.C.

Kelli Duehning
Partner
San Francisco

Agenda

Background of Online Registration

Latest developments

Industry Benchmarking
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• Do you think the government will launch the online registration system without any problems?
• Yes
• No

Polling Question 1



H-1B Registration 
Background
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H-1B Registration: Looking Back
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January 31, 2019: U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) published a final 
regulation, “Registration Requirement for Petitioners Seeking To File H-1B Petitions on Behalf 
of Cap-Subject Aliens.”

December 6, 2019: USCIS announced registration process would be implemented for FY 
2021 H-1B cap season, with initial registration period to open March 1 – 20, 2020. 

November 8, 2019: USCIS finalized regulation to charge $10 fee for each H-1B 
registration.

January 9, 2020: USCIS published formal notice in the Federal Register confirming the 
March 1 opening date of the registration period.
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FY21 H-1B Lottery: Looking Ahead
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Online Account Creation 
Registrants create accounts in 
myUSCIS. If a law firm will 
submit registrations, company 
identifies authorized signatory to 
review and signing G-28’s and 
registrations.

Registration Period 
USCIS opens the registration 
period on its website at noon 
EST. Each employee must be 
named. $10 fee per beneficiary. 

Lottery Selection
USCIS conducts master’s 
degree lottery and then general 
lottery. Petitioners and 
beneficiaries can log-in and see 
selections.

Filing Window
Petitioner will have 90 days 
to file H-1B petition for 
beneficiary selected in 
lottery.

FEBRUARY 24 – MARCH 1, 2020

MARCH 1 – MARCH 20, 2020

BY MARCH 31, 2020

APRIL 1 – JUNE 30, 2020

10/01/20
Start Date

Up to 250 beneficiaries per registration $10 registration fee No change in F-1 cap-gap
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Key Data Fields for Online Registration
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Position of authorized individual for 
petitioning company

FEIN of petitioner/organization

Legal name of petitioner’s authorized 
signatory and contact information

Legal name of petitioner/organization 
and DBA name (if applicable)

Beneficiary’s legal name

Beneficiary’s gender

Does beneficiary have a master’s or higher 
degree from U.S. university?

Beneficiary Date of Birth

Beneficiary’s Country of Birth

Beneficiary’s Country of Citizenship

Beneficiary’s Passport Number

I further certify, under penalty of perjury, that I have reviewed this registration and that all of the information 
contained in the registration is complete, true and correct and that I, or the organization on whose behalf this 

registration is being submitted, intend to file an H-1B petition on behalf of the beneficiary named in this registration 
if the beneficiary is selected.

Petitioner’s address
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• Do you anticipate that H-1B registration numbers will be higher than H-1B filings in prior fiscal years?
• Yes
• No

Polling Question 2



Registration Process 
in myUSCIS
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H-1B Registration System Basics
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Employers who seek to sponsor individuals for cap-subject H-1B visas may submit 
registrations themselves using the myUSCIS platform

Under either option, the employer (“registrant”) must create an account in 
myUSCIS and complete certain actions within the account

Attorneys and authorized representatives may submit H-1B registrations on 
behalf of their clients 

No overall limit on number of individuals one company can register, but 
maximum of 250 beneficiaries may be included in each registration submission
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H-1B Registration: Creating an Account
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H-1B Registration: Creating an Account
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H-1B Registration Fundamentals – New G-28 
Process
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Company identifies H-1B 
beneficiaries and gathers 

biographic information

Company identifies 
authorized signatory who 

will create registrant 
account in myUSCIS and 

sign registrations

Attorney registers each 
employee by entering 

required information about 
each intended H-1B 

beneficiary 

Company reviews and 
signs G-28 within myUSCIS 

and reviews and signs 
registrations

Attorney submits each 
registration through 

myUSCIS account and pays 
the registration fees using 

Pay.gov

USCIS conducts lottery of 
registrations. Attorney files 
H-1B petitions on behalf of 

selected beneficiaries 
starting April 1st

Company identifies H-1B 
beneficiaries and gathers 

biographic information

Company identifies 
authorized signatory who 

will create registrant 
account in myUSCIS and 

sign registrations

Company registers each 
employee by entering 
required information 

about the company and 
each intended H-1B 

beneficiary 

Company submits each 
registration through 

myUSCIS account and pays 
the registration fees using 

Pay.gov

USCIS conducts lottery of 
registrations. Company or 

attorney files H-1B 
petitions on behalf of 
selected beneficiaries 

starting April 1st

Attorney/Representative Submission Company Submission



© 2020 Worldwide ERC®

Syncing with Your Attorney or Representative
H-1B Registration Process
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G-28 Review 
H-1B Registration Process
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G-28 Signature 
H-1B Registration Process
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Registration Review
H-1B Registration Process
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Registration Signature
H-1B Registration Process
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Review and Data Export
H-1B Registration Process
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• Companies with multiple EIN entities must have multiple 
registration accounts due to system constraints

• Each account must be associated with an authorized signatory 
and unique email address 

• Companies may have multiple authorized signatories, but each 
authorized signatory must have his or her own registrant account 
in myUSCIS with a unique e-mail address

H-1B Registration 
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System Limitations May Create Challenges in Year 1



Strategic 
Considerations
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How Are U.S. Companies Handling Cap Registration?
Industry Benchmarking
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When are companies preparing petitions?

Who handles online registration?
• System requirements only now being released
• Monitoring system changes and developments
• Risks associated with duplicate filings

• Employers that wait to file file in May/June will be at the back of the line: 
higher number of employees will lose work authorization on October 1st

• Risks if the system fails and the government reverts to a paper-based 
system
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360 Degree Vision

H-1B Definition/Eligibility
Proposed regulation to restrict access to 
H-1B visa category imminent

Lottery Selection Rate
Large increase in submissions could 
result in lower probability of selection

Public Charge Changes
New regulation took effect Feb. 24, 
requiring new form version for H-1B cap 
cases

Fee Rule
Potential implementation of fee increase 
and new petition forms during 90 day 
filing period

Policy environment requires agile thinking for U.S. companies

21



faq.balglobal.com
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Thank you for attending! 
Visit the Worldwide ERC® web site at 
www.worldwideERC.org, or contact 

Worldwide ERC® for more information on these topics.  +1.703.842.3400
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