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April 29, 2022 

 
The Honorable Chuck Schumer         The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Majority Leader, U.S. Senate         Minority Leader, U.S. Senate 
322 Hart Senate Office Building                    317 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510          Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi   The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives   Minority Leader, U.S. House of Representatives 
1236 Longworth House Office Building             2468 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515                Washington, DC 20515 
 
Re: In Support of Section 73005 of S. 1260, United States Innovation and Competition Act of 2021 
 
Dear Madam Speaker, Ranking Leader McCarthy, Majority Leader Schumer and Minority Leader 
McConnell: 
 
The undersigned organizations, representing the household goods moving and storage industry, their 
supply chain, logistics and mobility professionals, urge leadership’s support, alongside Senate and House 
conferees, for Section 73005 of S. 1260, United States Innovation and Competition Act of 2021, as the 
legislation moves to conference with the America COMPETES Act of 2022. 

Section 73005 requires U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) to scrub all personally identifiable 
information (PII) from manifest data before it is sold or released to the general public. This provision 
protects military service members, Federal employees and their families while serving the U.S., as well as 
company transferees from having their identities and sensitive information compromised. 

Senate and House conferees have an opportunity to include this long-needed solution our industries have 
been working for several years to address. CBP collects manifest documents for all inbound containers. In 
addition to general freight shipments, this includes containers holding Americans’ not-for-resale 
household goods (HHGs) when they move internationally.  

As you can imagine, active duty military and foreign service personnel represent a large portion of 
international moves. The forms collected by CBP, which also include paperwork required by the 
Department of Defense and U.S. State Department, frequently encompasses a number of sensitive and 
unique identifying markers, including Social Security numbers, passport data, date(s) of birth and other 
PII.  
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Currently, CBP is directed by statute (19 U.S.C. 1431) and regulation (19 CFR 103.31) to sell this bulk 
manifest data to “trade press” or third-party data brokers. This statute was intended to facilitate 
commercial data information regarding imports among the business community.  

The problem arises when Americans’ PII is inadvertently included in what is sold by CBP to third party data 
brokers and other parties. While CBP offers a separate form that Americans can use to specifically exclude 
their data prior to the sale, not only does that burden fall on the family, but it is not guaranteed to shield 
their data. Those moving are largely unaware their PII is at risk, and second, there is no assurance that a 
form submitted to the CBP will be processed in time to effectively this shield sensitive information.  

The burden to keep PII confidential must not fall on Americans’ shoulders. CBP must properly safeguard 
this information prior to its sale or distribution. 

Every day that elapses without action exposes another servicemember their family, to credit fraud and 
identity theft. For these reasons, we ask your support for Section 73005’s inclusion in final bill 
negotiations.  

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Bill Sullivan 
Executive Vice President for Advocacy 
American Trucking Associations 
 
 

 

Lynn Shotwell, GMS, SHRM-SCP 
President and CEO 
Worldwide ERC® 
 

 
Charles L. White, M.Ed., CAE 
President 
International Association of Movers 
 
Cc:  The Honorable Maria Cantwell, Conference Chair, U.S. Innovation and Competition Act of 2021 
       The Honorable Eddie Bernice Johnson, Conference Chair, America COMPETES Act of 2022  
 


